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! Thomas B. Fordham Institute and Public Impact, “2008-09 Ohio Report Card Analysis,” (August 2009).
Available online: http://www.fordhamfoundation.org/template/page.cfm?id=349.

% Akron, Canton, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, Toledo, and Youngstown.

3 Details about the federal Race to the Top competition, available online: http://www?2.ed.gov/programs/

racetothetop/index.html.

# Ohio Department of Education’s Interactive Local Report Card, available online: http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/.

> Dana Brinson and Jacob L. Rosch, “Charter School Autonomy: A Half-Broken Promise.” Washington, DC: the
Thomas B. Fordham Institute, (April 2010). Available online: http://edexcellence.net/index.cfm/news_charter-

school-autonomy-a-half-broken-promise.

¢ Ohio’s “last hired, first fired” policy is written into Ohio Revised Code, available online: http://codes.ohio.gov/
orc/3319.17.

7 Thomas Ott, “Hundreds of Cleveland teachers, principals to lose jobs; innovation schools would be particularly
hard-hits by layoffs,” Cleveland Plain Dealer, (April 21, 2010). Jennifer Smith Richards, “District cuts 164, mostly
teachers,” 7he Columbus Dispatch, (April 24, 2010). Margo Rutledge Kissel, “Dayton school board OKs cutting
70 jobs,” Dayton Daily News, (May 5, 2010). Christopher D. Kirkpatrick, “Poor revenue may add $4M to TPS
deficit; property-tax delinquency rising,” 7he Toledo Blade, (May 6, 2010). Harold Gwin, “Youngstown schools
plan to chop 18 positions,” The Youngstown Vindicator, (March 11, 2010).

8 Ohio Grantmakers Forum, “Beyond Tinkering: Creating Real Opportunities for Today’s Learners and for
Generations of Ohioans to Come,” (January 2009).

% “Creaming” is a common criticism against charter schools. Specifically, many choice opponents argue that charters
enroll the “best” students from the district and therefore comparisons between the district and the charter school
aren’t valid because they contrast two fundamentally different groups of students (the charter group is alleged
to be less disadvantaged than the district peer group). The term “creaming” comes from the analogy of “cream

skimming.”

19 Description of student-based budgeting in Cincinnati Public Schools, available online: http://www.cps-k12.org/
general/finances/StudBaseBdgt/StudBaseBdgt.htm.

! Fordham staff used achievement data from on the Ohio Department of Education’s Interactive Local Report
Card to calculate the overall average achievement of students in Needles schools and the average achievement of
students in the district where the school is located. Average student achievement at Needles schools encompasses
each school’s tested grades (for example, Citizens average is based on its results in grades 3-5); the district

erformance average used as a comparison encompasses the same grades for an “apples-to-apples” comparison (for
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example, the average for Cleveland Metropolitan Schools, when compared to Citizens’, is also based on grades
3-5). This methodology is used throughout the report for all achievement comparisons between Needles schools

and the districts in which they are located.
2 In some instances throughout the text, the estimated student population may not match the figure listed in the
chart on the first page of the school profile. Data for the charts are from the 2008-09 school year, and enrollment

as listed in the text may reflect a change in enrollment during the current school year.

13 Concept Schools’ website: http://www.conceptschools.org/.

' During the course of the research for this report we discovered that Akron Public Schools designates all of
its elementary schools as “100 percent economically disadvantaged.” In speaking with the King Elementary’s
principal we discovered that the actual poverty rate may be closer to 40 or 50 percent, but no precise data

currently exists at the district level.

15 Jennifer Smith Richards, “Jobs of some city teachers in doubt: Columbus expects 2,500 students to leave,
reducing needed ranks of educators,” 7he Columbus Disparch, (March 2, 2010).

16 List of Ohio schools eligible for the School Improvement Grant, available online: http://education.ohio.gov/GD/
Templates/Pages/ ODE/ODEDetail.aspx?page=550.
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